
 

ESCI 109: FYE: Chicago Rocks! Geology in the City (NS) 
Chicago has been at the bottom of the sea, buried under a mile of ice, and set in a 
warm, tropical paradise. Such diverse changes have shaped Chicago and the sur-
rounding region, including the lake, the rivers, the ground we walk on (and build on), 
and the decisions we make about land use, resources, and waste management. 
Explore Chicago Rocks, as well as water, weather, and land forms, in the context of 
current issues related to resource use and the environment. Field trips and hands-on 
experiences highlight the extent to which geology influences the character of the 
Chicago area. 

Sec 1 Ref#10695. Rm: BBH 120. Instr: Hemzacek. Time: TR 10:50am-12:05pm 

Sec 2 Ref#13370. Rm: BBH 120. Instr: Hemzacek. Time: MW 9:00am-10:15am 

Sec L18 Ref#12170. Rm: El Centro 316. Instr: Sanders.  

Time: MW 11:35am-12:50pm 

 

GES 109A: FYE: Global Chicago (SB) 
This is an introductory course in urban geography that provides a broad overview of 
the Chicago metropolitan area in the global context. We will explore the place of 
Chicago as a hub in the global economy, as well as the many different ways that 
global forces have impacted social relations and spatial practices in the metropolis. 

Sec 1 Ref#26673. BBH 111. Instr: Burnett. Time: 8:30am-9:20am MWF 

 

HIST 109: FYE: History of Chicago (SB) 

Chicago is the most “American” of the major cities and has been at the forefront of 
change.  In 50 years, Chicago transformed from a fur-trading crossroads to a major 
industrial center, and that speed made it a city of stark contrasts.  Enormous tensions 
emerged between the entrepreneurial forces that built the city and the countervailing 
social forces that strived to humanize it.  Chicagoans faced huge challenges and as a 
result became pioneers of the economic, social, and political trends that shaped mod-
ern America.  

Sec 1 Ref#10696. Rm: LWH 2005. Instr: Bacino. Time: MWF 10:30am-11:20am 

Sec 2 Ref#12638. Rm: LWH 3109. Instr: Bacino. Time: MW 12:55pm-2:10pm 

 

JUST 109: FYE: Justice in Chicago (SB) 

Justice in Chicago provides first year students with an opportunity to critically exam-
ine social injustices in institutions and social structures through a critical lens. Using 
Chicago as a lab, students actively discover its diversity and complexity through 
readings, speakers, films and field experiences. During the semester, you will experi-
ence justice in many forms. Some of those forms will be familiar to you, such as 
learning about the court system, and some will be new, such as meeting judges and 
attorneys. In this course, you shall get out of the classroom and into various commu-
nities, such as a courtroom, a courthouse jail, and a community organization which 
deals with issues of poverty and inequality. We will consider the question: Can there 
be justice if there is inequality? via readings field trips, speakers and films.       

Sec 1 Ref#10697. Rm: B 152. Instr: McFarlin. Time: TR 1:40-2:55pm  

Sec J1 Ref#12519. Rm: CCICS 401. Instr: McFarlin. Time: TR 11:35am-12:50pm 
Sec L96 Ref#10467. Rm: El Centro 226. Instr: McFarlin. Time: MW 11:35am-

12:50pm 

 

LING 109: FYE: Language and Diversity in Chicago (HU) 

Hands-on research, using Chicago’s rich diversity of languages in contact as a labor-
atory, will enable you to understand the mechanisms, dynamics, and manipulations 
of language and language use. Students will explore the following questions: What is 

language?  What makes it universal? What makes it unique? How can it be used as a 
tool? How does it unite or divide? What is language contact and how does it affect 
you? What is the relationship between language and identity? What is language di-
versity and what brings it about? How does an awareness of language make you a 
stronger, more confident communicator? 

Sec 1 Ref#10699. Rm: LWH 3106. Instr: Duchaj. Time: TR 9:25am-10:40am 

Sec 2 Ref#12629. Rm: LWH 2005. Instr: Duchaj. Time: MW 11:30am-12:45am 

ECON 109: FYE: Money Matters: The Chicago Economy (SB) 

This course is designed to provide students with an introduction to surviving in the 
Chicago economy.  The five foundations of the First Year Experience (Future Plan-
ning, Integral Preparation, Research, Self-discovery and Transitions) are interwoven 
with the introductory field-specific concepts and terminology of economics.  Stu-
dents will be introduced to economic and financial literacy while learning what 
makes Chicago one of the greatest economic engines in the world.  Students will 
examine the Chicago economy and collect data on major economic sectors in Chi-
cago today with an eye on what it will take for workers, households and businesses 
to succeed in Chicago's future.  

Sec 1 Ref#13368. Rm: LWH 3056. Instr: Ward. Time: TR 1:40-2:55pm  

 
EDFN 109: FYE: Schooling Chicago: Communities, Public Education, and 

Change (SB) 
This course analyzes education in and outside Chicago Public Schools as a key 
social institution that both influences and is influenced by the larger society.  You 
will be introduced to a wide array of topics and case studies that elaborate on the 
embeddedness of classrooms and school in discussions.  This course will span a 
variety of school processes such as curricular differentiation, social and economic 
reproduction, voluntary associations (extra-curricular clubs, parent organizations), 
social groupings and peer influence.  Particular attention is paid to questions about 
the relationship between social stratification and education.  This course will intro-
duce students to the use of new information technologies in K-12 education. 

Sec 1 Ref#13031. Rm: FA 256. Instr: Kondellas. Time: MW 12:55pm-2:10pm 

 

ELED 109: FYE: Building Chicago One Teacher at a Time (SB) 
In this course the five foundations (Future Planning, Integral Preparation, Re-
search, Self-discovery, and Transitions) of NEIU’s First-Year Experience program 
are taught alongside an introduction to content specific to the discipline of Teaching 
of Elementary Education. Introduction to Chicago schools, communities, and di-
verse student population as well as curricular models, school structures and best 
practices in teaching.  

Only for students planning to major in Education.  

Sec 1 Ref#13369. Rm: LWH 3081. Instr: Matuschka.  

Time: TR 10:50am-12:05pm   

 

ENGL 109C: FYE: Drama and Diversity in Chicago (HU)  
In this class, we will analyze and experience Chicago theater. By emphasizing thea-
ter that challenges social and cultural norms, we will consider how drama works to 
create and define diverse urban communities and how it offers alternative visions to 
the status quo. This class will emphasize writing and reading about drama, inter-
viewing theater personnel and taking notes on actual theater performances, and 
relating art to social and political diversity. We will attend 3-4 performances during 
the course of the semester. 

Sec 1 Ref#12206. Rm: BBH 240. Instr: Schroeder. Time: TR 12:15-1:30pm 
 

ENGL 109E: FYE: Your Chicago: Write On! (HU) 

This course interweaves foundations of the First-Year Experience (Future Planning, 
Integral Preparation, Research, Self-discovery, Transitions) with specific concepts 
of creative writing. Explore and experience Chicago’s vibrant cultural scene while 
cultivating literary culture in class. Students study their local literary heritage read-
ing, analyzing, and discussing works of classic and contemporary Chicago authors 
and attending and annotating literary readings at local bookstores and cafes; experi-
menting with a range of writing exercises, prompts, and assignments, students will 
craft their own stories, recognize their unique writing process, and learn techniques 
to revise and polish their prose, culminating in a student reading. 

Sec 1 Ref#10694.  Rm: BBH 211. Instr: Simokaitis. Time: TR 9:25am-10:40am 

Sec 2 Ref#12613.  Rm: FA 152. Instr: Simokaitis. Time: MW 11:30am-12:45pm 
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ART 109: FYE: Art, Architecture, and Urban Design in Chicago (FA) 

This field-based course explores art in an urban environment, examines the relation-
ships between art and urban culture, and considers the role of art in an urban setting.  
Students will gain a familiarity with Chicago as a culture home; they will evaluate the 
role of public art in Chicago, examine the design and purpose of open spaces, and gain 
a familiarity with the Chicago School of Architecture.  

Sec 1 Ref#13378. Rm: FA 225A. Instr: Kontos. Time: MW 2:55pm-4:10pm 

 

BIO 109A: FYE: Alien Invasions of Chicago (NSL) 

Global trade and travel has been responsible for spreading microbes, plants and ani-
mals across great distances and previously insurmountable barriers, and many of these 
species, once introduced into a new area become ecological invaders.  Species that 
become invasive have strong negative impacts, both economic and ecological, so a 
great deal of resources are dedicated to controlling or removing them.  This course will 
survey the diversity of species that have invaded ecological communities in the Chicago 
area, look at the factors that allowed them to become invasive, look at the ways in 
which these invaders have had negative ecological and economic impacts in the region, 
and review examples of how ecological principles have been and are being applied to 
control them.  Students will meet with local experts in the field, in order to get first-hand 
experience with some of the more infamous invasive species and see Chicago from the 
perspective of urban ecologists.  

Sec 1 Ref#13367. Rm: BBH 356. Instr: Geddes. Time: MW 9:30am-11:20am 

 

BLAW 109: FYE: Professionalism, Ethics, Law & Chicago Scandals (HU) 
This course examines the intersection between professionalism, ethics and law from a 
business perspective. We will look at these issues through the lens of major business-
related Chicago scandals, predominantly non-political, and will take multiple trips to visit 
some of the actors involved in these scandals, e.g., judges, lawyers and businessmen, 
who will discuss the importance of professionalism, ethics and compliance with laws. 
The topics covered in this course include defining professionalism, comparing profes-
sionalism to ethics, critically evaluating the differences and importance of both, and 
discussing the legal process as it applies to white-collar crimes.  

Sec 1 Ref#10686. Rm: CBM 113. Instr: Powers. Time: MW 8:00am-9:15am 

Sec 2 Ref#10687. Rm: BBH 317. Instr: Powers. Time: TR 8:00am-9:15am 

Sec 3 Ref#12973. Rm: BBH 219. Instr: Powers. Time: TR 10:50am-12:05am 

 

CS 109: FYE: The Information Age: Its Impact on Chicago’s Culture (SB) 
The 21st Century has seen the genesis of the information age. Advances in computer 
technology have made immediate access to information and sophisticated processing 
of information commonplace in business, science, medicine, education, various profes-
sional areas, and many aspects of personal life. This course focuses on how this has 
impacted Chicago’s culture and diverse communities. 

Sec 1 Ref#12518. Rm: LWH 2054. Instr: Iehl. Time: TR 8:00am-9:15am 

Sec L97 Ref#12503. Rm: El Centro 202. Instr: Iehl. Time: MWF 12pm-12:50pm 

 

DANC 109: FYE: Steppin’ Out: Dance in Chicago (FA) 
A course designed to increase the student’s awareness, understanding and enjoyment 
of a variety of styles of aesthetic/theatrical dance. The course is a non-movement based 
approach to learning about dance as an art form, and will focus on learning about ballet, 
modern, jazz and ethnic dance through lectures, discussions, the attendance of outside 
performances, written assignments and service learning with dance organizations.   

Sec 1 Ref#10689. Rm: FA 145. Instr: Burton. Time: TR 12:15-1:30pm   

 

 

 



LLAS 109: FYE: Art, Thought, And Revolution In Chicago (SB) 

An introduction to the cultural life of Chicago Latino/a youth with its regional differ-
ences with key themes/symbols and cultural norms created by the historical interac-
tion between Latinos and American society as expressed in literature, art, music, and 
folklore. Attention will also be given to change and continuity in Latino cultural norms 
on the basis of historical events. This class explores the history of art and its role in 
the civilizations from Modernism, the Mural Renaissance and the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Using the rich artistic legacy of this area, the class examines the way art func-
tions across borders and how borders have been constructed, debated and lived 
through in the art of the past.  

Sec 1 Ref#10698. Rm: FA 256. Instr: Rizzo-Vast . Time: TR 1:40pm-2:55pm 

  

MUS 109: FYE: Chi-Tunes: Music In Chicago (HU) 

This course is designed to increase your awareness, understanding and enjoyment 
of a variety of musical styles through attending live performances. Students will learn 
the basics of reading and writing music, music history, and music's place in society 
and culture through pre and post concert discussions. 

Sec1 Ref#10700. Rm: FA 145. Instr: Myintoo. Time: TR 10:50am-12:05pm 

 

PEMT 109: FYE: Chicago Body Works (NS) 
This course will give students a comprehensive and practical view of the importance 
of fitness and nutrition in their daily lives. Students will be engaged in activities that 
they can participate in for life. They will learn the underlying fundamentals of a fit for 
life attitude. Each student will be provided with the knowledge and understanding of 
how to assess their current level of fitness and how to make improvements in the five 
health-related fitness component areas (cardiovascular fitness, body composition, 
flexibility, muscular strength and muscular endurance) through various physical and 
skill related activities. Also emphasized will be the importance and application of 
proper nutrition. A strong focus will be the multifaceted and diverse challenges faced 
by individuals committed to pursuing wellness in Chicago.  

Sec 1 Ref#26594. Rm: PE 2105. Instr: Jones. TR 12:15pm-1:30pm 

 
PSCI 109: FYE: Civic Engagement, Community and Social Change In Chicago 

(SB) 

This colloquium combines the traditional classroom setting and community service to 
explore the meaning and interconnection of community, citizenship, politics, diversity, 
civic engagement and social change. Students enrolled in this course spend time 
developing their interpersonal and intrapersonal skills (such as self-awareness, criti-
cal thinking, problem-solving, and leadership skills), become skilled at civic engage-
ment (action strategies and plan, project management, communication, negotiation 
and teamwork), and reading academic literature that examines concepts of democra-
cy, power, and justice. 

Sec 1 Ref#10702. Rm: LWH 2105. Instr: Ramos. Time: MW 12:55pm-2:10pm 

 

SPAN 109: FYE: Chicago’s Latina/o Cultures (HU) 
According to the American Community Survey of the U.S. Census (2003), over one 
1/4 of Chicago’s population is Hispanic.  This ever-increasing demographic has a 
significant cultural, historical, political, social, literary and linguistic impact on the city 
of Chicago. This course seeks to explore and develop an appreciation for the diversi-
ty of these Spanish-speaking groups and their invaluable contributions to the sur-
rounding communities and society in general. 

Note: FL-SPAN 109 is presented in a bilingual format (English & Spanish) 

Sec 1 Ref#10704. Rm: LWH 3005. Instr: Maso. Time: TR 10:50am-12:05pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TESL 109A: FYE: Chicago Speaks: Helping Immigrants Communicate (HU) 

In this course, the four foundations (Future Planning, Academics, Self-discovery 
and Transitions) of the First-Year Experience are interwoven with the field specific 
concepts and terminology of teaching English as a second language (TESL). This 
course introduces the structure of the English language and methods of teaching it 
to speakers of other languages. This involves  the pronunciation and grammar of 
English and two ways to teach these subjects along with listening, speaking, read-
ing and writing skills to English Language Learners (ELLs). The course will involve 
a service learning component in which students will tutor ELLs in various sites 
throughout Chicagoland. As students study the basics of teaching English as a 
second language, they will develop academic skills that will contribute to their 
success in college and beyond. 

Sec 1 Ref#:11724. Rm: LWH 3005. Instr: Stone. Time: MW 2:20pm-3:35pm 

 

WGS 109A: FYE: Sex Lives in Chicago (SB) 

Sex Lives in Chicago critically examines sexualities in the social and physical 
space of Chicago from a feminist, sex-positive standpoint. In this course, the five 
foundations of the First-Year Experience (Future Planning, Integral Preparation, 
Research, Self-discovery and Transitions) are interwoven into the concepts of 
sexualities, gender and power. This course explores the diversity of sexual identi-
ties, practices, and behaviors in historical and modern Chicago. Students will dis-
cover the diversity and complexity of sexualities in Chicago through readings, 
speakers, films, and field experiences while simultaneously building personal and 
academic skills that ensure success at NEIU. 

Sec 1 Ref#:11748. Rm: BBH 124. Instr: Johnson. Time: TR 9:25am-10:40am 

Sec 1 Ref#:12645. Rm: BBH 111. Instr: Johnson. Time: TR 12:15pm-1:30pm 

 

 

Please Note: FYE classes are for Freshmen only 

(30 credit hours or fewer). 

 

 

Ready to register for an FYE course? Complete 

the following steps online at neiu.edu first: 
 Apply for admission to Northeastern. 

 Get admitted to the university (check your status if 
you're not sure). 

 Take your placement tests.  

 Attend first year orientation at Northeastern (you can 
register for classes during orientation, including FYE 
classes). 

If you are a freshman and you have completed all 
the above steps, you may meet with an advisor to 
register for an FYE course.  

Contact the Advising Center at (773) 442-5470 to 

set up an appointment. 
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First-Year Experience 

Course  
Descriptions 

  Fall 2017 
    

    What is the First-Year Experience (FYE)? 
 

 All first-year students must take an FYE 

class. 

 All FYE classes provide credit towards one 

general education requirement. 

 All FYE classes are focused on diversity in  
     Chicago. 

 FYE classes introduce you to a subject and 

strengthen college success skills. 

 FYE classes are small and provide  
     opportunities for hands-on learning. 

  


